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COUNTRY FACTS ABOUT STATE OF QATAR
Qatar is a small country in the Gulf bordering Saudi Arabia. The capital is Doha. The Hamad International Airport is located in the capital city.

1.1 RELIGION & LANGUAGE

· Islam is the official religion. There are also Hindu, Buddhist and Bahai communities. 
· Qatar is more tolerant of non-Islamic religions than other Arab states, with non-Muslims serving in government.
· Arabic is the official language, but English is also widely spoken.

1.2 DRESSING
· Qatar does not have any dress code for foreigners, but it is best to dress modestly (avoid revealing clothes, sleeveless clothes and short pants/skirts/dresses).


· The currency used is the Qatari Riyal (QAR), divided into 100 dirhams. The foreign exchange rate for QAR 1 is about Ksh 28.


1.3 CURRENCY
· The currency used is the Qatari Riyal (QAR), divided into 100 dirhams. The foreign exchange rate for QAR 1 is about Ksh 28.

1.4 TRANSPORT

· Public buses are available across Qatar.
· There are no railways or metro services

1.5 LABOUR LAWS IN QATAR

· Before leaving Kenya, check whether your visa is an appropriate one. The visa may have endorsements in Arabic. If you are unable to make out the endorsement please ask a person who can read Arabic to translate. Do not rely on what the Recruitment Agency tells you.
· Foreign workers need to get a residence permit (called iqama) and a work permit. You need to carry your permits with you wherever you go.
· The sponsor/employer has to arrange for the residence and work permits for employees within thirty days of their arrival.



· Employment contracts have to be in Arabic, though a second language can also be used for non-Arabic speaking workers. The Arabic version is the only legally valid one.
· Contracts can be made for a term of up to five years.
· If a worker violates the rules of the workplace, the fine should not be more than five days’ salary in any month.
· Carrying drugs and other narcotic substances entails a very harsh sentence in Qatar. You must be extremely careful not to accept any gift or packet or any item from anyone, not even from close relatives, while coming to Qatar. The baggage that you have, both check-in baggage and hand baggage, should not have any open pockets on the outside into which packets can be pushed by anyone.
· If the employee has taken an advance, salary deduction in any month should not be more than 10% of the advance.

1.6 WORK WEEK & HOURS
· The work week in Qatar is from Sunday to Thursday. Friday and Saturday are the weekend.
· Normal working hours are forty-eight hours a week, with eight hours a day for six days. During Ramadan, this is shortened to six hours a day.
· Friday is the rest day for most workers, except for shift workers. If you have to work on a Friday, you have to be given another day off along with an additional 50% of your basic wage.

1.7 DISPUTE SETTLEMENT
· As a Kenyan national, if you have any disputes with your sponsor regarding non-payment of wages, leave, end-of-service benefits, among others  you can contact the Kenyan Embassy Labour Attaché. The officials will try to resolve the dispute by correspondence and through discussions with the sponsor for an amicable settlement. If no agreement or settlement is reached, the matter is taken up through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
· Even after that, if the matter remains unresolved, the worker has to file the case with the Labour Court concerned. It is always good for all Kenyan nationals to keep a copy of their contract with them to safeguard their interests.

1.8 ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
· Passport with validity of at least six months
· Employment visa
· Valid employment contract
· Copies of marriage certificate, academic certificates and birth certificates
· Passport-size photographs
· Necessary medical certificates as well.
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Open a joint savings bank account with a family member. This will enable you to remit your earnings safely.  Your family can withdraw the money while you are abroad.
[image: Image result for PICTURE OF SOMEONE OPENING A BANK ACCOUNT]
Joint Account 
· Cheque book
· Transfer Money 
[image: Related image]
Withdrawal
Documents at Home 
· Photocopies 
· Passport
· Copies of contract
· Insurance 
· Emergency contact list

Leave a copy of all important documents and contact information with your family










FLYING TO STATE OF QATAR

[image: ]


ITEMS BANNED FROM BRINGING INTO THE STATE OF QATAR 

COMPLETE LIST OF PROHIBITED ITEMS ACCORDING TO STATE OF QATAR CUSTOMS:
· Alcoholic drinks
· Alcohol-containing items, flavoring extracts, cooking wines, liquor, items containing liquor
· Wine making kits, alcohol distilling equipment, books on manufacturing of such drinks or any foods with alcohol as ingredient such as vanilla extract.
· Narcotics
· Medicines WITHOUT prescription for personal use are prohibited and subject to possible confiscation) All kinds of medicines including injections for diabetic patients are allowed as long as they are accompanied by doctor’s prescription and is to be for personal use only
· Dangerous and hazardous chemicals
· Natural pearls (cultured pearls allowed in small quantity)
· Radio transmitter/communication equipment (including walkie-talkies, short-wave, VHF, marine, police band equipment, etc.)
· Binoculars, night-vision equipment or telescopic equipment, drones
· Products containing pork
· Products containing frog meat
· All types of statues or objects of human or animal form which might be used for religious purposes and worship such as Buddha figurines, religious carvings, altars etc. *Does not include kids toys such as stuffed animals, dolls.
· Games of gambling (chess, dice, backgammon, poker chips, roulette etc.)
· All weapons and firearms (real or ornamental), including guns, ammunition, explosives, fireworks, spears and other edged weapons, etc. (owner subject to investigation, fines, and/or imprisonment)
· All Pornographic material such as books, DVD’s, magazines etc.  *Women’s Fashion magazines with images of models in revealing clothing might be confiscated.
· Politically sensitive material
· Articles and books contrary to Muslim beliefs or morality will not be allowed into the country.
· Christmas trees, crosses, crucifixes, stars of David or any other items associated with religions other than the Muslim faith. *Bibles are allowed for personal use only, i.e. one Bible per person. 
· Military uniforms or equipment of any kind
· Taxidermy, ivory, fur
· Israeli Shegel
· Currency over value of 60,000 SAR needs to be declared
 ***Important notice
100% of all shipments, luggage, check-in and hand carried that enter State of Qtar are subject to inspection by one of the following means; X-Ray, sniffer dogs or manually.
Products may be selected at random by the inspecting Customs Officer. Delays may be incurred. Should the material be rejected by MOI following inspection it will be confiscated for destruction and cannot be returned to the owner.
The following products and commodities might be intercepted at the time of import and sent to the State of Qatar Ministry of Information for review and approval.
· Magazines
· Books
· Compact discs – music or data files
· Computer games, console games
· DVD’s
· Photographic media
· Cards containing electronic information – e.g. satellite TV cards, ID cards, Maps
· Laptops, touch screen devices
As a general guideline as long as you’re not going to resell the items, it’s not a narcotic or any item which contains alcohol or pork, it is not a firearm or any type of device which could be used for spying or doing harm in State of Qatar, the item should be safe to bring. 
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On Board
If you’re flying  Qatar  there will be some extra interesting things going on. Kind of like watching an action movie! There will be seat-shuffling, kids bouncing around seats and hallways during take-off and landing, the toilets will most likely be flooded with water form people having performed wudu (washing before prayer) inside the toilets, people praying on hallways blocking the way and other things which the flight attendant should say something about, but they just don’t because it’s Qatar Airlines and anything goes.
None of the flights coming into  Qatar serve alcohol or pork. Some of the airlines will have a travel prayer announced before the flight takes off.  At some point the stewardess will give you an entry card which looks like this:
[image: Image result for picture of Qatar entry card]
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The Air hostess will give you immigration form or a card  (arrival card) before you land to your destination. 
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Arrival and Passport control
[image: Doha Hamad International Airport, transit zone.]
Doha Hamad International Airport, transit zone
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Landmarks in State of Qatar

Pearl Island Qatar
[image: Image result for Pearl Island Qatar]
Pearl Island in Qatar, is an artificial island spanning nearly four square kilometers. It has an estimated 12,000 residents living there as of January 2015.

 [image: Doha's West Bay skyline]
Qatar's capital is located on Doha Bay in central east of the peninsula.




Customs and traditions 
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KENYAN EMBASSY AND CONSULATE
Once you land in the destination country, contact the Embassy and register yourself.
Conctact the emabssy incase of emergcienc such as loss or expiry of passport/ill treatment by employer.
                                                                                               [image: How to apply for e passport Kenya]
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Kenya Embassy in Doha 

ADDRESS
Kenyan Embassy in Doha, Qatar
West Bay, Zone 66, Street 840, House 131
P.O. Box 23091
Doha, Qatar
TELEPHONE:             ((+974) 4493 1870
EMAIL:                        information@kenyaembassydoha.com
OFFICE HOURS:        09.00-13.00
HEAD OF MISSION:     Mr Ghalma Boro, Ambassador
WEBSITE:   kenyaembassydoha.com
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D.it down in the waiting area outside the departure gates.
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